
Arcuri Calls On USDA To Keep Local Farm Service Agency Offices Open

  

Washington, DC -- Today, U.S. Rep. Michael A. Arcuri (D-Utica) called on the U.S. Department
of Agriculture Farm Service Agency (FSA) to protect the interests of local farmers and keep
Farm Service Agency county offices, like the one in Herkimer County, open. 

  

“Talking to farmers in Herkimer County and across the district, I know how valuable Farm
Service Agency county offices are as resources for local farmers,” said Arcuri. “It is clear from
recent Congressional testimony and reports that the FSA needs a better plan to meet the needs
of local farmers. It’s unacceptable to cut back on services and require farmers to travel long
distances or use an outdated computer system in place of the high-quality, face-to-face services
they have relied upon for years.”
 
Arcuri sent a letter today urging Ms. Teresa M. Lasseter, Farm Service Agency Administrator, to
halt plans to close local Farm Service Agency offices, especially in light of recent Congressional
testimony that the FSA computer system is outdated and unable to handle even current service
volume. The FSA has already announced plans to close the Herkimer County FSA office.

  

Arcuri asked how the FSA would be equipped to assist farmers if it closed some facilities while
failing to equip remaining offices with the technology upgrades they would need to assist
farmers left out of immediate reach.  

  

This year, Mark Keenum, the Department of Agriculture’s Undersecretary for Farm and Foreign
Agricultural Services, testified that the Administration’s 1980’s-era mainframe computer is not
sufficient to handle the information of 45,000 FSA computer workstations located across the
country.  USDA Secretary Mike Johanns further testified that it will take three years for the FSA
to build a proper computer system for agency employees. 

  

“Knowing the state of transition in which the FSA finds itself, I have to question how an office
consolidation plan is in the best interests of either the agency or the farmers that it claims to
serve,” Arcuri said. “I strongly believe that the FSA should halt all current closure efforts, and I
hope that the agency will discontinue all such efforts in New York State immediately.”

  

Recent legislation passed by the House of Representatives includes language prohibiting the
FSA from closing offices for one-year. Arcuri voted for, and the House passed, the Farm Bill
reauthorization and the Fiscal Year 2008 Agriculture Appropriations Bill this summer.  Both bills
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must be passed by the Senate and signed by the President to take effect.  

  

Earlier this year, Arcuri hosted Agricultural Roundtables in Herkimer and Cayuga counties
where he brought together local dairy farmers, organic and vegetable farmers, with
representatives from diverse governmental, business, and educational agriculture organizations
to hear directly from the local agricultural community. The Farm Bill, passed in July, includes
increased investments in specialty crop assistance for apple and grape growers and an
extension of the MILC program for dairy farmers.

  

The letter to Lasseter was signed by Arcuri and other New York House members, including
Representatives Maurice Hinchey, Steve Israel, Brian Higgins, Kirsten Gillibrand, Randy Kuhl,
John Hall, Jose Serrano, Michael McNulty, Carolyn McCarthy, Carolyn Maloney, James Walsh,
Eliot Engel, and Nita Lowey.
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